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A Vindication of the Moravians, againft the Afperfions of their Enemies. 


Lex Nova non fe vindicat ultore gladio. TERTUL. 


Nova et inaudita eft ifla pradicatio, qua verberibus exigit fidem. Grorivus. 


T O engage in controverfial Points of Divinity, and commence 4 flaming Zealot 
in religious Debates, is beneath the Character of a Writer, animated with a 
Love to Mankind, and entertaining a nobler Idea of Religion, than to 

confine it, to the fpeculative Opinion of a particular Sect of Chriftians. Befides, it is 
invading the Province of a certain Profeffion, who plead a Conimiiffion, to wage the 

w« ly War, about the Externals of Religion, and to demonftrate their Devotion to 

the | xrvce oF Peace, by virulent Rage, and open Hoftilities, againft their Brethren. 

To cnem, therefore, I refign thofe unenvied Laurels, thofe difgraceful Trophies. In 
fuch Difputations, I am not ambitious of carrying the Prize. But to defend every Se&, 

of whatever Denomination, in the undifturbed Enjoyment of their civil and religious 

Liberties, and to reprefs every perfecuting Spirit that offers them Violence ; --- to expofe 

that barbarous Zeal, which would even injure their Perfons, was it not reftrained by the 
milder Law of the Land; ---to promote univerfal Benevolence amongft Chriftians of 
different Profeflions ; --- and to beat down all favage Wrath about Opinions, where 

the Conduct is irreproachable with Immorality: All this falls within my Jurifdiction ; 
and here I claim a Right, by Virtue of the Refeéterial Authority, whetewith I am 
invetted, to command the Peace, and humble the Criminal. I confider fuch ecclefiaftical 

Inquifitors, not only as the Blemith of Chriftianity, but as frantic Incendiaries, and 

Difturbers of the public Tranquility. Defamation uttered from the Pulpit, is ftill 
Defamation; and fo much more infufferable, as the Offender proftitutes the Place 

dedicated to the God of Peace and Love, to difcharge his Rage, Invective, and 

Malevolence. 


Tue Pulpit-Scold is the moft defpicable Scold in the World. He is a cowardly 
Scold, that gives his Anta: zonift no Opportunity of fcolding back. From this Paper, 


therefore, will I preach againft every fuch Preacher, and make the Press reverberate 
the Calumnies of the Putperr. 
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Never did any Seét {pring up in the Chriftian World, void of fuperftitious Rites, 
and holy Gimecrscks, but it gave great Offence to * High-Church. A People who 
worfhip God, as he requires to be worfhipped, that is, in Spirit and in Truth, are a 
living Reproach to thofe, who complement him with Bows and Capers, and other 
bodily Adoration, which he never required: Nor can it be otherwife from the very 
Reafon and Nature of Things : For a Religion made by human Contrivance for the 
Sake of Power and Wealth, muft neceffarily be at perpetual Variance, with a Religion 
revealed by God, and confifting in inward Purity, and Holinefs of Life. The honeft 
Simplicity and Spirituality of the One, is an eternal Satire upon the antic Mimickry, 
and idolatrous Trumpery of the Other.. Hence fuch Priefts, as teach for Doétrines the 
Commandments of Men, and conyert Religion into a Divinity-Shop, will ever be 
mifreprefenting and vilifying thofe peftilent Hereticks, who lower the Price of their 
Commodities, by acknowledging no other Rule than the Scriptures, and wickedly 
preferring the Word of God, to the eftablith’d Orthodoxy. They will load them with 
all the Infamy and Slander, that impotent Malice and prieftly Rhetoric can fuggeft. 


Wuar is the particular Frame and Conftitution of the Church of Moravia, I never 
had the Curiofity to enquige ; tho’ | dare fay, if it be replete with idle and ridiculous 
Gewgaws, it hath the good Graces of not a few Gentlemen in Black. 


Buy the Se& diftinguifhed by that Appellation amongft us, I have had the Opportunity 
to be a little acquainted with. Of thefe I form my Judgment by their Actions, the 
only Touchftone of a Man’s Heart. By their Fruit ye fall know them. ‘They are fuch 
a People as that no Man can get any Thing by their Religion, but internal Tranquility, 
and Peace of Confcience, arifing from an inviolable Attachment to the Principles and 
Precepts of it. They are a plain, open, honeft, inoffenfive People: They profefs 
univerfal Benevolence to all Men, and are irreprehenfible in their Lives and Converfations: 
In a Word, their whole Conduct evidences their Belief, that the Kingdom of Chrift 1s 
not of this World. Wence it is no Wonder, that they give Umbrage to thofe of the 
Clergy, who beg to be excufed, from believing that Part of the Gofpel, as do but too 
many of the Priefts of all Denominations whatever. 


In Regard to their religious Principles, it muft be own’d, they have their peculiar 
Sentiments, which diftinguifh them from others. Put that is faying no more, than that 
they think for themfelves, or at leaft, that they think not like others; and Rome is jutt 
as far from Geneva, as Geneva from Rome. For Orruopoxy, as it is commonly 
ufed, is a meer levitical Engine, that has done more Mifchief to Mankind, than all 
the Tyrants that ever ravag’d the Globe. Every Man is orthodox to himfelf, and 
heretical to all the World befides ; but that he fhould therefore be calumniated or 
butcher’d, the Scripture faith not: Nay, I cannot find, by the Bible-Account of the 
laft Day, that one Interrogatory will be propofed concerning a Man’s Opinion ; but 
that every One will be judged according to the Deeds done in the Body. 


For Modes of Faith, let faming Zealots fight ; 
He can’t be wrong, whofe Life is in the Right. Pope. 


But pray wherein confifts the dreadful Heterodoxy of the Alcravians? They 
Believe that Jesus Curist was commiffioned by GOD, to teach the Religion 
contain’d in the New Te/lament: That he prov’d his Miffion by Miracles ; died on 

‘the 





* By High-Church jn this Place, I de wet mean any Church in particular ; but the Popes and 
Perjecutors of all Churches, whether they be Popes of Rome, England, Holland or Geneva. 
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the Crofs to expiate Sin ; rofe from the Dead, and afcended to Heaven. So that it 
is impofiible, they fhould maintain any Tenets, inconfiftent with the Fundamentals of 
Chriftianity. For whoever believes, that Jefus Chrift was the promifed Messian, 
fent of GOD, to inftruc&t Mankind, and praétifes the Morality he taught; is to all 
Intents and Purpofes a compleat Chriftian; tho’ he be as incredulous about the Divine 
Right of Epifcopacyy as the Divine Right of Geography 5 mor ever heard of the Synod 
of Dort in his Life. ) ~ 


As to their Notion about the UnlawfulnefS of bearing Arms; it is well known, 
that the Fathers, upon whofe Authority the Clergy fo much rely, when it makes for 
their Intereft, were almoft univerfally, as forme contend, of the fame Opinion ; and 
had all the World been fo, Mankind would mot have been plagued with thofe holy 
Wars, and prieftly Maflacres, that have fo often delug’d the Earth with human 
Blood. 

Great Offence is taken at their Simplicity and Moderation. “ This is all Craft 
and Artifice, to inveigle the Unwary, and make Profélytes, by their courteous 
“ Carriage.” Be it fo. I hope Affability and Condefeention, are at leait, as Chriftian, 
as thofe flaming Expreffions of our Love to God, and burning Proofs of our Love to 
our Brethren, that have generally terminated in material Firg, or a real Dungeen, 


Bur what gives ftill greater Provocation to ill-natur’d Ecclefiaftics, is that heretical 
Moravian-Praétice, of wafhing each other’s Feet. No Wonder if our Sovereign Lords 
the Clergy, fhould libel and defame a Sect, whofe exemplary Humility is a perfect 
Burlefque, upon all fpiritual Pride and Precedence. And yet, as the Cafe happens, 
this very Practice, in the Judgment of many Learned Men, is as much inftituted by the 
divine Author of Chriftianity, as Baptifm or the Lord’s Supper, and more peremptorily 
commanded than either ; as any Once, fay they, that will be pleafed to confult the 1 3th 
Chapter of St. ‘Zohn’s Gofpel, without a prieftly Comment, may be convinced of. 


Ir is indeed aftonifhing, that Diflenters, who /2 much, and fo ju/tly, magnify the 
Reafonablene’s of Toleration, when themfelves are concerned, fhould at the fame Time 
treat as Hercticks, a People whom the Parliament hath acknowledged as good Chri/lians; 
which, perhaps, is more than can be faid for any Church in the Province. 


Tue Religion of the Moravians, is as orthodox as any Religion in the Realm, 
except only with this Difference, that it promifes Nothing but Peace of Mind ; whil¢ 
fome others are decorated with Places and Preferments, greater Revenues, and bettet 
Wages. 


NoTHING can be more unmannertly, as well as unchriftian, than for any Proteftant 
Minifter, within his Majefty’s Dominions, to ftigmatize and vilify, a numerous 
Body of People, protected by the fame Laws, and incorporated under the fame 
Conftitution with himfelf: Nay, the very Thing that ought to infpire thefe little Popes, 
with Benevolence and Friendfhip for this Se&, to wit, its having a particular Law ‘in 
its Favour, feems only to exafperate their Malice, and add frefh Vengeance to their 
Anathemas. The Drum ecclefiafiu, has been beat louder than ever, and the Pulpit 
refounded with the Moravian Herefy. 

Ut littus Hyla, Hyla, omne refonaret. Virc. 
Inftead of giving them the Right Hand of Fellowfip, nothing is more common than to 
fee a Parfon mount the Pulpit, and like a Dragoon, worry and hector the moft peaceable 


People in the World, for believing in Chrift, without worfhipping the Clergy. |. 
For 
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For my Part, I conceive it would be much more for the Caufe of Virtue and 
Religion, were thefe fulminating Levites, rather to diftinguifh their Zeal, by inculcating j 
univerfal Charity, and the indifpenfable Duty of a holy Life ; than by Mob-Reproaches 
and Billingfgate Defamation, againft a People to all Appearance as good as themfelves, 
Let them calculate their Sermons for the DeftruGtion of the Empire of Darknefs, and 
I am fure, it will tend more to the Happinefs and Repofe of their Flocks, than a 
Cart-Load of Igitels" devifed for the Extirpation of Moravianijm. Nothing can account 
for this unchriftianlike Behaviour, but an inordinate Degree of Pride and Self-Applaufe, 
whereby thofe religious Cenfors are blindly elevated into a divine Infallibility, For : 
could they imagine themfelves liable to,err, as well as others; it would naturally affect 
them with a Diffidence of their own Opinions, and induce them to caft a charitable | 
a Afpect, upon the fuppéfed Errors of their Brethren. A proper Confideration of the | 
-| Frailty of human Nature, might convince them, that their moft darling Tencts, founded 





enly upon probable Evidence, may poffibly be falfe ; and that in oppofing the inoffenfive 
Doétrines of Moravianifm, they imay become Per/ecutors of the Truth. Can they be 


‘| a frid to anfwer the End8 of their Miffion, who, inftead of pointing out the Road to 
boy, || Virtue and Happinefs, @eneunce the Terrors of the Law, againft thofe whofe 
7 Converfation is vaid of ¢ tewards God and Man? Or, can they poflibly recommend 


a Gofpel-Simplicity, who their Vengeance upon it’s beft Examples ? 


Wirtnovut Offence to the Underftandings, of thofe enlightened Preachers of the 
Word, I would recommend to them, as a Pattern, the Sermon of Jesus upon the 
Mount. This contains a fummary Account of the Chriftian Virtues, and the Happinefs 
attending their Practice. There they may learn, that if they expec to inherit a 
: celeftial Kingdom, they muft be Peace-Makers, and not Perfecutors of the Confciences 
a 1 , of Men ; and that notwithftanding any Attempt, to opprefs the Low/y in Spirit, they 
ry fhall, in the End, be exalted. 





Ir in any Cafe I could recommend it to the Civil Magiftrate, to interfere in Matters 
of Religion, it would be in this ; for he fhould not only avoid perfecuting his Subjects; 
for differing from him in their Opinions ; he fhould alfo prevent their perfecuting each 
ee [ other. Befides, can any Thing argue a greater Contempt of Law, than the Leflons 
. we often receive from the Pulpit, againft maintaining any Correfpondence with the 
Pad j Moravians, when the Wifdom of our Nation, has declared them to be proper Members 
of Society ? In fhort, our ecclefiaftical Dictators fhould be taught, that they offend 
their great Mafter, while 
Hy ---- Their weak unknowing Hand 
he Prefume His Bolts to throw ; 

And deal Damnation round the Land, 

On each they judge His Poe. 











Z. & B. 


TH EB Letter and Refalves of the Widows, relating to the Paper on the Road and City- 
Watch, is come to Hand, and fhall have a Place in my next. 
I have alfo received fundry other Letters; but as the Variety of Bufinefi, which multiplies 
tupon me, renders it impoffible to infert them at préfent : I doubt not my hind Correfpondents will 
excufe my deferring their Publication till I am more at Leifere. 
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